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R tv - L u N n BUOYANT - totora r «ds from 

tcriJfnr a f, CaS Sha, 'T SUPPly lhe UrUS With ™»- 
!, fo :, h r CS and boats - Reeds eve " provide the 
ground these fisherfolk walk on, since they live 
on floatmg islands (above). As bottom layers rot, 
the Indians spread new layers on top. 

Seated on the spongy surface (left), an Uru 
voman grinds barley for making gruel or mush. 






Like the Aymaras, the Urus fashion boats of 
totom (be , °w ) . Norwegian anthropologist Thor f 
eyerdah) theorizes that their ancestors may have I 
learned the art from ancient Mediterranean mart- 
ners who crossed the Atlantic in similar boats of 
papyrus. Aymaras from Titicaca helped Dr Hev- ' 
erdahl construct a seagoing craft to test his theory • 
(see the January 1971 Geographic ' ; 
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